Seasonality and site-fidelity of humpback whales off the mid-Atlantic region of the U.S.
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> Bubble net and/or lunge feeding behavior » 21% of all individuals were repeat visitors between years

documented across all years (Figure 4) » We documented 29 individuals as being resighted over multiple seasons with
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Figure 7. Percent of whales resighted in consecutive seasons between 2012 and 2017 off Virginia Beach, Virginia

between 1989-2017 Summary

» Beginning in 2012,

VA vessels collected: » Humpback whales have been consistently sighted and identified in Virginia since 2012,

primarily in the cooler months
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» Residency intervals, within-season resightings, and documentation of feeding behaviors

waypoints . Kol _ = VAQW"a'ewa;gj‘:_ suggest that Virginia and perhaps much of the mid-Atlantic region provides important
* Photographs, seasonal foraging habitat for at least some, primarily juvenile, humpback whales
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)

represent a minimum number of confirmed resightings » Additional investigation is necessary to determine the implications for long-term

recruitment of humpback whales in Virginia and the mid-Atlantic region.
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