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Goals for 2015 

• Tag whales offshore near USWTR range 
• Coordinate with UNCW aerial surveys 

• Tag additional nursing females 
• Attach tags for 24 hours 
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Date Sea State 
Survey Time 

(hrs:min) 
At Sea 
Time Platform 

16/Feb/15 3 3:08 3:46 R/V R.T. Barber 

21/Feb/15 2 6:45 8:47 R/V R.T. Barber 

21/Feb/15 2 14:42 16:55 R/V Stellwagen 

22/Feb/15 2-4 7:32 9:14 R/V R.T. Barber 

23/Feb/15 2-3 2:28 4:12 R/V R.T. Barber 

25/Feb/15 2-3 6:11 7:11 R/V R.T. Barber 

3/Mar/15 0-2 6:19 9:04 R/V R.T. Barber 

3/Mar/15 0-2 8:13 9:48 R/V Stellwagen 

4/Mar/15 4 3:58 8:45 R/V R.T. Barber 

8/Mar/15 2-3 8:32 10:36 R/V R.T. Barber 

8/Mar/15 2 5:33 7:43 R/V Stellwagen 

2015 effort 



Eg3292  
21-22 Feb 
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Tagging operations – 2015  

• 2015 batting average .250 (1 for 4) 
• (Slugging percentage 1.000!) 

 

• Career BA for the Southeast… 
• .667!!!  

Burleigh Grimes – Ol’ 
Stubblebeard (.251) 

 Ty Cobb – The Georgia Peach (.366)  
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Dive statistics 
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Acoustic data from tags 

21-22 Feb-15  Eg15_52a      23:20           Nursing female                ?                                   ? 
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Mom’s call 
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Calf’s call 
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Mom-calf counter calling 

• Neonates maintain close proximity to 
mother 

• Within weeks to months, calves begin to 
separate 
– Maintenance of vocal contact is critical 
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Spectrograms of high 
SNR calls showing the 
call types found in the 

acoustic tag records. (A) 
upcall, (B) grunt, (C) 
growl, (D-M) variable 

tonal calls, (N-U) variable 
tonal calls presumed to be 

from a calf.  
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Availability of whales 2007-2015 

Thanks to K. Jackson and FFWCC! 
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Lessons learned other results 
• Number of whales in the Southeast has 

declined in recent years 
• Still a critical area for calving… 
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Right whale 
critical habitat 
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Lessons learned other results 
• Number of whales in the Southeast has 

declined in recent years 
• Still a critical area for calving females 
• Coordination with offshore aerial survey was 

effective 
• Energetic analyses 

• Eg4057, entangled whale tagged in 2014 
• Fluid dynamics modeling to obtain explicit energetic 

costs of locomotion (collaboration with L. Howle) 
• Data from all tags being used in Mother-Calf 

project @ Syracuse and NOAA 
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Classification of right whale signals 
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Onwards… 
• Run tag recorded signals thru propagation models of JAX 

area to investigate potential detection ranges 
• Analyze time spent below the surface 

• Important for sound propagation to/from USWTR 
• Vocal activity and age of calf, i.e., more cue rate information 
• 2015-16 tagging during good weather and whale windows 
• Collaborate with NOAA-led efforts on satellite tagging 

project, i.e., possibility of double-tagging 
• Incorporate glues and microtecture to increase suction cup 

attachment times (NOPP) 
• Gliders and/or tagging for right whales in the US mid and 

south Atlantic regions 
• Response of right whales to sounds (other than alarms!) 
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