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Initial Results: Sei Whale Daily Presence 
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Presentation Notes
Sei whales are a bit spread out throughout regions and the year, with less presence in the northern regions in winter months, and less activity in southern regions in summer months
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Initial Results: Fin Whale Daily Presence 
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Presentation Notes
Fin whales are present regularly throughout the regions and year. There’s more patchiness in the nothern regions and southern new england (particularly in summer months) than compared to the persistent presence in Mass. Bay and Mid- Atlantic.  Most patchy off Georges Bank and the Southern regions.  Where there is the least acoustic activity in the southern regions is where we see the most persistent activity in Georges Bank. 
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Initial Results: Blue Whale Daily Presence 
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Presentation Notes
Blue whales don’t exhibit any particular pattern, other than the most spread of acoustic activity occurring in the northernmost and southernmost regions. This makes sense since most of our recorders are on the western atlantic shelf, so blue whales appear to make occasional forays onto the shelf as we can see, but to no particular pattern. 
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Figure adapted from Mike Thompson, NOAA/SBNMS 
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o  Except for right whales (published), evaluate 
detector output for other species 
 

o  Changes over time 
 

o  Distance from shore/depth 
 

o  Humpback whales coming soon 
 

Preliminary results:  Fin, sei, and blue whale results from raw 
detector output! 



o Decade-long, trans-boundary analysis, brought 
together from acoustic monitoring projects with 
varying goals 
 

• Right, fin, and sei whales are detected along the entire 
eastern seaboard in winter months 
 

• Sei whales: follow a similar pattern as right whales; 
present along entire coast in both winter and spring but 
more acoustic activity in spring 
 

• Fin whales: present across all regions and seasons, except 
for southernmost regions in summer 
 

• Blue whales: sporadic detections in varying depths along 
the entire coastline; greatest acoustic presence in winter, 
except for the Southeast U.S.  
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Thank you! 
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