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Commander, U.S. Pacific Flect Northwest Training Range Complex Annual Unclassified Exercise Report

NORTHWEST TRAINING RANGE COMPLEX
YEAR 5 ANNUAL EXERCISE REPORT

INTRODUCTION

The U.S. Navy prepared this Year 5 Annual Range Complex Exercise Report covering the period from 02 May 2014 to 09 Nov 2015
in compliance with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Final Rule under the Marine Mammal Protection Act for the
Northwest Training Range Complex (NWTRC). As agreed to by the NMFS Office of Protected Resources (OPR) the final closeout
exercise report covers 18 months and covers the additional five months from 02 May 2015 until the end of the Final Rule permit
period (09 Nov 2015) in a single report. Detailed amount of sonar and explosive use within the NWTT area have been provided to
NMFS in a classified exercise report. U.S. Navy use of explosive and acoustic sources during the five years of reporting did not
exceed authorized amounts,

(U) The following report subsections were specified by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMES):

(1) Anti-submarine warfare (ASW) summary
(i) Total annual hours of each type of sonar source
(ii) Post calculation/estimation based on actual training level
(iii) Cumulative impact report

(2) Improved Extended Echo Ranging (JEER)/Advanced Extended Echo Ranging (AEER) summary
(i) Total number of IEER events
(ii) Total expended/detonated rounds (buoys)
(iii) Total number of self-scuttled IEER rounds

(3) Explosives summary
(i) Total annual number of each type of explosive exercises
(ii) Total annual expended/detonated rounds for each explosive type
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Commander, U.S, Pacific Fleet Northwest Training Range Complex Annual Unclassified Exercise Report

(iif) Cumulative Impact Summary

This is the final annual exercise report for the NWTRC for the five years of the final rule. As with similar reports for
other Navy range complexes, positional plots of hull-mounted mid-frequency sonar use within a given region,
including NWTRC, is classified national security information. There is no method to declassify the sensitivity of
this data in order to publish this type of information in an unclassified report. For this reason the only method
available for this information to be reported for the foreseeable future is in the classified annual exercise reports that
are submitted annually to the National Marine Fisheries Service. The NWTRC year 5 geographic cumulative impact
summary is provided to NMFS in the classified version of this annual exercise report.

(2) Improved Extended Echo Ranging (IEER)/Advanced Extended Echo Ranging (ALER) Summary.

Table 3. IEER and AEER use in the NWTRC.

Period

(i)
# Events

(i)
# Expended

(i)
# Detonated

(iii)
# Self-scuttled

IEER 02May2014-09Nov2015

3

*

*

®

AEER (MAC) 02May2014-09Nov2015

x

*

*

*

* Classified information provided to NMFS in the classified version of the NWTRC annual exercise report,
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